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The Salvadoran government has launched a new campaign against the University of El Salvador,
focusing on students. Beginning Oct. 30, anonymous newspaper ads appeared in all three
Salvadoran dailies with pictures of economics student and AGEUS (General Association of
Salvadoran University Students) member Daniel Huezo, accusing him of being a "subversive."
The ads continued in subsequent weeks, with other pictures of marches and slogans, in an attempt
to demonstrate that the university community promotes disturbances through demonstrations,
and that its members are involved in "terrorist activities." On Nov. 14, full-page ads ran with
Huezo's picture and his name, address, and detailed allegations, accusing him of belonging to an
organization pertaining to the FMLN (Farabundo National Liberation Front). The clandestine rightwing Radio La Verdad which members of the National Unity of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS) and
the independent Salvadoran Human Rights Committee (CDHES) maintain is run by the military
has been broadcasting death threats against Huezo since the ads first began to appear. On Nov.
17, Huezo received a death threat by phone at the AGEUS office. He was told that he had three
days left to live. When his time was up, Huezo was told he would end up like Herbert Anaya
CDHES president who was assassinated Oct. 26 by men in civilian dress, commonly assumed
to be death squad members linked to government security forces. Huezo is a long-time AGEUS
member, and represents AGEUS in the UNTS. According to university students, the campaign
against Huezo is clearly government-sponsored, seen in its easily recognizable form and style.
The government has made similar public accusations against the university community in recent
months, but without targeting individuals. General Golcher, head of the Treasury Police, and other
officials publicly accused the Univesity of El Salvador of being a "sanctuary of subversion." Shortly
therafter, the government denied responsibility for the Sept. 1 disappearance of CCTU (University
Workers' Union) president Salvador Ubau, who university authorities maintain has been held by the
Treasury Police. The Salvadoran government has carried out several propaganda campaigns against
popular organizations in the last six months. It officially placed ads in newspapers attempting to
link the UNTS, COMADRES (Committee of Mothers of the Disappeared, Political Prisoners, and
Assassinated of El Salvador), and others with the FMLN. Government officials made statements
accusing individuals who are members of popular organizations of belonging to the FMLN. Such
accusations were made against Herbert Anaya before his assassination. Anaya had also received
death threats by phone and on Radio La Verdad shortly before he was murdered. In his Nov. 15
homily, Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas expressed concern over a "return to the era of the death
squads" and called for an end to the "escalating terror." Citing reports by the church's human rights
office, Tutela Legal, the Archbishop referred to five recent victims and directly accused the Treasury
Police of responsibility for one of the killings. The university community is currently engaged in a
struggle to obtain necessary budget monies from the government in order to pay November and
December salaries. The full budget guaranteed by the constitution has been denied to the university
since it was officially reopened in June 1984 after the campus had been destroyed by a military
intervention four years earlier. University authorities were recently granted the budget for October
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after meeting with Treasury Ministry officials, but denied further funding. On Nov. 9, the university
community began a daily sit-in scheduled to last for two weeks in front of the Treasury Ministry
to demand the necessary funds. The government has refused to provide the university with its
budget, stating that funds will not be provided so that students can organize protests and cause
disturbances in the streets. Students say the government would like to see the university shut down
again. The campaign of slander and threats, they said, is designed to create fear and thus stop the
organizing among members of the university community, and in order to discourage new students
from enrolling. The new enrollment process begins Nov. 23. On Nov. 11-12, uniformed National
Police occupied the University's western campus in Santa Ana, intimidating the students, staff
and faculty by heavy surveillance of their activities. [From 11/19/87 newsbrief, US Committee in
Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES), Washington DC.]
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